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HPSHCC Alumni in Europe R

My choice of studying in Estonia seems to be an unshakable destiny as | have a glimpse of the
inexplicable past. Two years ago, | had an exchange semester in Denmark as a student journalist,

witnessing the biggest migrant crisis for decades to come. Six months later, | went to Europe again
for a study programme on European affairs, followed by a week-long visit to Estonia to overlook my / \

study options. Jj

Excited, | began to connect the dots to formulate my possible path to stay in Europe for good. So | —h
took a comparative politics course about post-Communist countries in Europe which shed lights on the
most famous movement that restored the independence of Estonia-Singing Revolution. | also enrolled ?
a training course to prepare for a simulation of meetings with head of states
of the European Council to discuss the refugee crisis in Europe. That’s how |
started to think about getting a Master degree in Europe.

“I could imagine living in a city where 1/5 of residents are students, cash
doesn’t flow as frequent as the flow of internet usage, and forests are meant
to be covered by Wi-Fi. Everything is too good to be true.”

So here I’m again. A Hong Kongese crush on Europe, immersing into an
ocean of knowledge in European affairs and Russian foreign policies. Apart
from traditional academic trainings on critical thinking, Johan Skytte Institute
of Political Studies also provides a range of opportunities for political science B lverson’s bithday party with lassmates from EU-Russia
students to plan for their future career paths, including development seminars ptudies Programme
which have a series of tailor-made coaching sessions for each student to cater their needs.

“Could there be a better start of the new chapter of life than this?” | wondered.

When | graduated form HPCC (now it’s renamed as HPSHCC), | was
almost certain that | would become a prominent journalist working at
the BBCin London since | was offered to study international journalism

] \ at Hong Kong Baptist University. But | ended up pursuing an unusual
sy Slanent = il g | path to work at the European Union. For now, there is no absolute path
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ments EuroposP ‘alamen == for what will come up next.

B He was in the European Parliament at Brussels 2016

My advice to you all is rather simple: set a vision to see a bigger picture about your future in ten years. It’s okay not
to follow the exact path you’ve planned for because life is full of uncertainties. Instead of blaming yourself for not
sticking to the plan, you should embrace a minor variance which doesn’t drift yourself away from the ultimate goal.

While life follows a pattern, it doesn’t necessary mean that you can plan for everything. I’d like to conclude my
advice with a classic quote from Leonard Snart (aka. Captain Cold) from the American TV series <The Flash> - “make
the plan, execute the plan, expect the plan to go off the rails, throw away the plan”.

Peace.
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